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Abstract

Despite the impact of the theoretical approaches explaining the concept of social security on the social security
system, in Iran, this concept does not have an independent dignity in sociological analysis and the existing
theoretical analyses in a reductionist way often consider it as an economic concept. Therefore, examining the
theoretical foundations of this concept, as a missing link in social security studies, is necessary to reveal the
dimensions that influence policy making, why and how policies in this field are made. After examining and
describing the existing theories in the way of a review according to the topic, their formulation was presented
based on three models of the welfare state and good governance, which review indicates the difference
between these models around the two issues of perception of power and the goal of providing socially
formed. In the approaches of welfare state and good governance, power is understood in a structuralist, non-
historical and hierarchical way, which is responsible for the implementation of social security programs, but
in the governance approach, social security is a special way of exercising power. And the government over
itself and the citizens is understood to optimize the living standards. This critical evaluation indicates that the
approaches that consider social security as a text and discourse and from a historical and discourse point
of view, reveal its values, presuppositions and ideological dimensions and political retionality, have more
explanatory power.
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Highlights

1. The fundamental assumptions of social security have become problematic at some point in history, and this problematization has been done in
relation to the event or events that have disrupted the previous symbolic order (discourse) and imposed a new speech order.

2. The explanatory power of the approaches that consider social security as a text and discourse and critically criticize its values, assumptions,
ideological dimensions and political rationality is more than other approaches.
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